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T HE 


| PREFACE. 


H E Government by Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, 
was in Scotland reſtored An. 1662, as bet 
moſt agreeable to the Word of God, Pa 
convenient for the preſervation of Truth, 

Order, and Unity, and moſt ſuitable to Monarchy, 
and the peace -and quiet of the State. Thoſe motives 
for its Reſtitution are every way ſo great, that none 
others can be ſo wortby of the Wiſdom of that Nation, 
which challewugeth a more early Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
and an Ancienter Race of Kings, than any of theſe 
parts of Chriſtendom can well pretend to. But that 
Ecclefiaſtical Government, which in its ſelf is moſt a- 
greeable to the Scriptures, and beſt fitted againſt He- 
refte and Schiſm, may to prejudiced Men ſeem burthen- 
ſome, and by them be Miſrepreſented to others... 

From this it hath happened, that the Epiſcopacy 
' (as Exerciſed in ras theſe 2.6 years) hath been 
of late aboliſhed, as an unſupportable; Grievance 
to the Nation, contrary to the general Incli- 
tion of the People, and inconſiſtent with the 
Legal Eſtabliſhment of that Church 'at the Re- 


formation : 


The Preface. 


formation. Whoever duly compares the Narratives of 
theſe Two Atts, the one, about its Reſtitution, and- 
the other, about its Aboliſhment, may find ſome of 
their Reaſons why no other Ecclefraſtick Politie is yet 
ſettled in its place ; For by this delay, every Mem- 
ber of Parliament hath had time to confider what 
Church Government for Eſſentials is of Divine Right, 
and may both preſerve the Church from Herefie and 
Schiſm, and the State from Uſurpation and Rebellion; 
and which may beſt conduce to the ſatisfattion of all 
Religious Proteſtants, and Loyal Subjetts in that King 
dom. For this Effet, the due conſideration of the 
follewing Queſtions is doubtleſs of great importance, 
and the impartial Reſolution of them .cannot but be 
at this time wery ſeaſonable. Whether they are reſol 
wed here with ſuch* impartiality as this matter requires, 
is ſubmitted to the unbyaſſed Fudgment of the Reader : 
. Whom I ſhall defire that if he has any thing to objett, he 
will tell the world in Charity and Meekneſs, that are the 
proper Charatters of Chriſtianity, and not in that 
Pnchriſtian way of Evil Speaking and Reviling, which 
ſufficiently ſhews what Spirt be is of, that writ, The 
brief and true Account of the Sufferings of the 
Church of Scotland, occafioned by the Epiſcopalians 
ſince the year 1660, 

I wiſh I had ſeen that Pamphlet before this was go" 
ing to the Preſs. Tt would have Occaſion'd me to add 
Jome things more, tho' I do not find my ſelf obliged by 
it, to alter any thing that I have Written. 

SOME 


SOME 


Queſtions, &Cc. 


QUESTION: I. 


Whether Presby tery (as contrary to the Epil- 
copacy reſtored in Scotland, An. 1662.) 
was fat by Law when the Proteſtant 
Religion came to Have the Legal Eftabliſh- 
ment in that Kingdom? 


I, LL the Diſpute here, intrinfick to the 
notion of a Church Governour, is purely 
this ; Whether he ſhould be nominated 
by the State or by the- Church z whe- 

ther after Nomination, the power to Eleft him ſhould 
be entruſted to a Delegated Number, or remain in the mixt 
Synod of Clergy and Laity;and whether after the EleCtion is 
paſt, his Inſtitution unto his Office ſhould be for Life, 
or only during Pleaſure; and laſtly, whether in the 
Exerciſe of his Fun&ion he have a Negative voice over his 
Synod, or they a Concluſive Voice over him : - Where- 
fore the Presbyterian Moderator Ar, 1662, aboliſhed, 

A is 


: (2) 


is rightly defined, the Church-Moderator, Nomina- 
ted and Elected by the Clergy, Lay-Elders and Dea- 
consof the Synod; inftitnred unto his Office during their 
pleaſure ; inveſted with no fixed Power of Ordination; nor 
any Negative Voice in the exerciſe of his Juriſdition. And 
the Epiſcopacy which wis thEn (reſtored, is by the Rule of 
contraries a Church-Goverament of a ModeratorNominated 
by the King; Elefted by the Chapter ; -inveſted with a-fixed 
power of . Ordinatiop rggulated by -Cannens';: and of 
Turiſditiog bglanced by alllſtmg,Preshyters. , | 
2:N ovghTuth an EpiſCopacy was in Scorlarnd taken 
away April laſt, yet (ſince Presbytery is not yet ſetId by Law, 
this queſtion of Fact yroges dgbouk it,, may be ſtated and 
reſolved according to Truth, without the crime of LEE- 
SING MAKING, 
3. It isnot to be doubted, but that the Proteſtant Reli- 
gioh 'had'the 'Legab Eſtabliſhment in Scorland, in the year 
K.Jamers. 1567;, kn which year by Perliamentary Statutes Popery was 
Parl. : Aboliſhed, a Proteſtant Confeſſion of Faith Authorized, and 
AQ.z,3,8- their Kings by the Coronation Oath obliged to maintain it. 
4.. By the Nature of the Sco/3:k Monarchy, neither- the 
King without Advice of his. Eſtates, - nor they without 
, his Royal Conſent touching the Publick ACt with his Scep- 
ter, can make or unmwake Laws to govern the People: 
W herefore the Conſtitution of Biſhops having+ then the 
Publick Authority,. (the Popiſh Biſhops ſitting in this Par- 
50019440, ament which.thus ſetPd the Reformation) muſin the con- 
Pho Arudtion afthe Law be canfeſt toremain firm anehvalid from 
_ the aforeſaid year 115674 till thefull Legillative Power of 
the-King, in Parliament, concur'd:ts ſhake or deſtroy it: 
md .; 5+, But:whateyer: was -done at that time in'fayour of Mr. 
Brook 3, Jap Knox his Book of POL ICT, {propoſing a-ſuparin- 
p. 152 tendency whichtis another Model of Epiſcopacy) or Mr. An, 
Book 6. RE} a 0 of PISCARLINE;(propofing Presbytery, An; 
p 239. 15733) by Atts.of Provy Cammeil extorted intulmtuons:times; 
through, theManacing Applications of Clergy Men Aſſembling 
, them- 
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thamſclves without Warrant; yet before the pear 1592, there 
is oo At of Parliament cither in Print or Unprinted, 
feiling that Presbytery which is contrary to the Epiſcopacy 
Eſtabliſhed before, and remaining in ſubſtance at the time 
of the Reformation. | 

6, Wherefore the impartial Reſolution of the Queſtion 
propoſed, js in ſhort this, That Presbytery, as contrary to 
the Epiſcopacy reſtored in Scorland Ar, 1662, was not by 
Law ſetled 35 years after the Proteſtant Religion had the 
Legal Eftabliſhment in that Kingdom. 


—— ——_ 
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QUESTION II. 


IVhether ever Presbytery was ſetled in the 
Church of Scotland, without conftraint from 


tumultuous times ? 


L, IN G Fames deſcribing the Presbyerzans, calls them 
the very Peſts in the Church and Commonwealth, whom 


#0 deſerts can oblige, neither Oaths nor Promiſes bind, brea- Beo1MKey 


thing nothing but Sedition and Calumnies, Aſpiring without |} 


Meaſure, Railing without Reaſon, and making their own Ima-' ;,,q £4. 


ginations (without any warrant Of the Word) the ſquare of 
their Conſcience, And thereafter deſcribing their Church 
'Politie and Diſcipline, calls it that Parity which can never 
ſtand with the Order of the Church, nor the Peace of a Com- 
monweal, arid well Ruled Monarchy : Now when theſe are the 
Charatters which the Brittiſh Solomon gives Presbyterians and 
Prezbytery (and with a Proteſtation before God that he lies not ) 
Who can with any ſhadow of Reaſon,or grain of Charity,think 
that he either was ſo Unwi/e or 1rreligions, as by Att of Parlia- 
ment to Eſtabliſh Presbytery in the Church, out of his own free: 
choice, and not out of ſome kind of Compulſan i: Nay, 
when that Government and its Admirers have theſe Cha» 
A 2 racters , 


av 
; \ , 
by > 


(4) 
rafters from him, can any thinking man read over the 
Att of Reſtitution of _ An. 1606, and not believe that, 
according to "_y _ G, a mon AQ An. 1592, im- 
iring that firſ# Ef ate of his Kingdom, was purely owi 
Go his  _ years and the anfeckeg Condition of Affairs? NW 
Baoiazzey How-he was forced toit we may learn from his own Book, 
&ogey,l.2. Wherein he ſays, that God Almighty was pleaſed that the 
Bleſſed Reformation of Scotland ſhould begin with Unordi- 
nate and Popular Tumults, of men clogg'd with their own 
Paſſion and particular ReſpeCts; that ſome fiery ſpirited Mi. 
niſters got ſuch a guiding of the People at that time of Con. 


fuſion, as finding the guſt of Government ſweet, they began to - 


fancy a Democracy to themſelyes; that having been over well 

baited upon the wrack, firſt of his Royal Grandmother, and 

next of his own Mother, and uſurping the liberty of time 

in his own long Minority, there never roſe any FaCtion 

among Stateſmen, but they that were of that FaCtious part, 

Sput+w0ed were 'careful to perſwade and allure the Church-Men to 

6 Book. efſpouſe that quarrel as their own: Wherefore in the year 

1592,the pernicious Feuds between the' Earls of Aduntleyand 

AMeurray,and thoſe Conteſts between the Aſſembly Men of the 

Clergy and the Lords of the Seſſion: Together with 

repeated Treaſonable Plots carried on againſt his Royal 

Perſon, by Bothwel, and his! Aﬀociates, of the greateſt 

Power and beſt Quality, forced that young King to ſettle 

Presbytery ia the Church, that thereby he might bring off 

Presbyterians from joyning with the Afts of their Kirk to 
unfettle his Throne. 

3. Charles the Firſt of ever Bleſſed Memory, he pleads 

that. in Charity he may be thought deſirous to preſerve the 

Engliſh Church Government by Biſhops 1m its right Conſtitu- 

tion, as a Matter of Religion, wherein both his Fudgment was 

K. Charles juſtly ſatisfied, that it hath of all others the fulleſt Scriptare 

_— ** Grounds, and alſo the conſtant praftice of all Chriſtian Churches, 

17 Chap. And after he had written this Confeſſion with 7k, and 

then Sealed it with his Royal Blood, who can imagine that 


his 


A, 


. 
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his once giving ſome way to Presbytery in Scotland, was 
his yoluntary At,eſpecially when his Majeſties Commiſſioner 


the Earl of Traquzzr, (according to inſtruttions)gave in his Auguſt 35. 
Declaration to the contrary : But here there is no need 1633. 


to dedare the unhappy State of Afairs that forced him 
to it: Since there are Volumes written concerning that 
Religious Rebcllion, which produced the moſt horrid Mur- 
"der of the beſt King that ever was in theſe Kingdoms. 
4. Wherefore the Impartial Reſolution to the queſtion pro- 
ſed, is in ſhort this, that K, James the 6th, and K.Charles I. 
tle Presbytery in the Kingdom of Scotland, being con- 
ſtrained thereunto by troubleſome and tumultuous times. 


nm C_— O— —_ — —_— 


QUESTION 1 


Whether the Principles of Scottiſh Presbytery 
grant any Toleration to Diſſenters? 


1CINCE the ſolemn League and Covenant is the Ca- 

non, and the ACts of the general Aſſ:mbly the Com- 
ment, of the Principles of Scotch Presbytery, this Queſtion 
in reference to their Toleration of Diſſenters, plainly re- 
ſolves in this, Whether Covenanters and Aſſembly-men 
according to their Principles, are for Liberty of. Conſci- 
eace, or againſt it ? 

2, In the firſt Arricle of the Solemn pw cn ſwear, That 
they (hall ſincerely, really and conſtantly endeavour the preſerva- 
tion of the Reformed Religion in the Church of Scotland in-Di/- 
cipline and Government againſt their common Enemies, | 

3. To preſerve this part of the Reformation, they ſwear 
again in the ſecond. Article againſt Popiſh Prelascy, that is, 
the Church Government by Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, their _ 

celor s 


(Ss) 


pe and. ,Commſiaricss Dean and C hapters, Arch- Deacon, 
and. all: other Eccleſiaſtical (Officers depending 01 that Hier. 
cby, Superſtition and Hereſie. 
4. What, is meant by their Sincere Real and conſtant endea. 
* our, againſt their common Enemies (King or Parliament) for 
preſarurug that Reformation, jn Church: Govermpent, by extir. 
pating Cc an  Ep:ſcopacy, is mawifelt,iq the /aſt Article, in 
which they {wear to aſſi/t, and, defends all thoſe that emer 
into the League and. Covenant, 11 the Maint ang and Per ſuing 
thereof, and that they ſhall n0t ſuffer themſelves direttly oy 
indirettly, by whatſoever Combuation, Per [waſion or Terry 
to be divided from their Bleſſed Union ana. Conjunttion, whe, 
ther to make defettion to the contrary part, or to give them. 
ſelves to a deteſt able indifferercy or newrabity an the Cauſe, 
which ſo much concerneth the Glory of God. | 
5. But if mags all, theſe parts of the firſt, ſecond, 
fourth, and ſixth! Articles of the Covenant campared toge- 
ther, any Scruple yet remains, whether thole Men who 
make Gonſciencs. pf. the' Oath they bave taker againſt any 
Indiffexency 'or Nertrality in this Cauſe againſt Eprſcopay, 
(which in: Charity 1 believe they think the Cauſe of 
Chriſt) can allow any Tcleration to Diſſzaters, let yg 
in the next place conſider ſome ACts of their- Genpral Af: 
ſemblies, which are the Infall:ble Interpreters. of this Rule 
of their. Faith about Eccleſiaſtical Poly: Now although the 
Epiſcopal ' Clergy in the times before the year 1639, 
(when they faw. that deſtruction of the Church Goverg- 
ment) neither themſelves appear'd,ia Tumults nor- in Ser- 
mons, or Books,exhorted others to. Tumultuate, (for to pre. 
ſerve.it) yet the Presbyteriang were. ſa far from taking pains 
to gain themunto a Conformity, or in caſe they conform?g, 
from letting them continue in their Cures (as the Pres- 
byterianis were dealt with, after the year 2662) that on 
the contrary they pals theſe following Acts. 
6. The General . Aſſembly ordasneth, the ſubſcription of the 
Aug 1639. Covevant to all the. Members of that Kirk and Kingdom. 


And 
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7. And whereas the former AQ Ag. 
obeyed; it\wag again ordain'd by arother Aſſembly, That 4ll 
Miniſters make 'untimation-of the faid' At in their Kirks, and 
thereafter, proceed . with" the Cenſurts of "the. Kirk, aggin(F 
ſuth-as ſtizell' refuſe to ſubſcribe the Covenant 5; and that exatt 
artount be taken of ' every Miniſters diligdnce berem by their Pres. 
byrevies and Synods, as. they, will 'anſiver to . the General Af 
embly, | | 

F $ Neither was this laſt Act, inflicting Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures 
only to fall keavy upon thoſe wha were hiaderers of, their 
bleſed Reformation, (whom they.called Anticovenanters)- but 


in the Aſſembly, 4's appointed, that all Miniſters take , ſpecial May 1644, 


ntice when ' any * .r9-/  diſaſfetters of "the Covenant 

come within their Pariſhes, that ſo ſoon as they ſhall know the 
ſame, they "may without delay, cauſe warn them to appear be- 
fore- the Presbyteries, within which their Pariſhes lies, or before ' 
the Commiſſioner of 'the Ac. ETC. rar for Publick, Aﬀ airs, 
a1\ they ſball find moſt convenient ;, which warning the Aſſembly, 
didlares ſhall be| a- ck Citation unto them, mg 

9; And that all, and every one of ſuch Offenders ſhall bumbly 
arknowledge* their Offence upon thtjr knees, firſt, an the Pres- 
.byery, and thereafter, ' before the” Congregation, upon a Sabbath, 
in ſome place before the *Pulpit';, and in the mean time, they, be 
ſuſpended from the' Lords Sapptr. * Aridin caſe they do not Vaix- 
fie in manner *aforeſaid, "they be proceſſed with Excommunicati- 
on: And this is as cafie an Eqgeſiaſtsck Cen]ure as the whole 
body of their Acts of Afcmbly-have upon Record, or any 
now alive can remember. Nay, the Aſſembly enjoyns this Ex- 
communication againſt Covenanters themſelves, who but in ſo 
far comply with Malignancy ( the King's Evil of thoſe 
tires) as -to drink, the health of any deciar'd a Common 
Premy *f "that Covenanted Kirk and Kingdom, 

10, And in caſe any Excommunicated Malignant ſhould, for 
all his being Heathen, be yet ſo nwch the Chriſtian, as 
to long after the Communion of Chriſts Body and Blood, 
they did all they could to hinder it ; For not only is 

iT 
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(8) 
it by them ordain'd, That all Depoſed Xiniſters, who af 
ter the Sentence of Deprivation pronounced againſt them, ex. 
erciſe any part of the Miniſterial Calling in the Places they 
formerly ſerved in, or elſe where, they ſhould be proceeded 
againſt with Excommunication: but Five Tears before, Anng 
1643- it was by them provided, that if any Covenanted M;- 
niſter haunt the company of any Excommunicated Per. 
ſor, be ſhould for the kf Zand, be ſuſpended from bis 1M. 
niſtry, by his Presbytery, during their pleaſure : and for the 
ſecond fault be deprived : and in caſe the Presbyteries be neg. 
ligent therein, that the Provincial Aſſembly ſhall cenſure t 
Frebyrery thus negligent : And when they have done ſuſfici. 
ently to deprive the Excommunicate perſon of all Spiri. 
toal Mercy (as far as they conld do) they proceed to take 
from him all his temporal comfort of Z:berty and Pro 


4 g:1547; according to their At, whereby hey order his Perſon to be 


impriſoned, after the loſs of his Goods and Eſtate. 

11. Now theſe being the Principles of Presbytery, found- 
ed upon the Oath 'of the Covenant (to rp gms wy 
and never to be indifferent in the Cauſe) and explained in 


the Aſſembly-Ats, (enjoyning Cenſare and Excommunica- 
tion, and recommending to the Stare the Temporal puniſh- 
ment of Forfeiture and Impriſonment to paſs thereupon a- 
gainſt all Perſons diſaffefted) the impartial reſolution to 
the Queſtion is this, That the Principles of Scottiſh Preſ- 
bytery grant no Toleration to. Diſſenters. 


QUESTION 


(9) 
QUESTION IV. 


Whether between the Tear 1662. and the Tear 
1689. Presbyterian Separatiſts were puilty 
of finſul Separ ation ? 


PHE Larger Catechiſm agreed vpon by the pretended 

Aſl:mbly at Weſtminſter, with aſſiſtance of Commillio- 
ners from the Kirk, of Scorland, and thereafter approved 
by their general Aſſembly, teacheth ſuch Doctrine, as from 
it can be demonſtrated how neceſlary it is for Salvation 
that every perſon keep Communion with the particular 
Church eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the State he liveth in; 
ualeſs ſhe either exjcyn in her Canons any ſinful term of Com- 
munion , or propoſe in her Confeſſion of Faith any Heretical 
Article, or preſcribe in her Direftory for Worſhip, any 1dola- 
trows impurity. So that the Queſtion here propoſed plain- 
ly reſolves into this, Whether the Epiſcopal Church of 
Scotland theſe 27 years enjoyn'd any ſinful Canon as a term 
of Communion , or profeiy'd any erroneous Dottrine to be 
believed, or diretted any 1dolatry to be performed in Divine 
Worſhip, 

Ly PA the Presbyterians in the World cannot produce 
one Canon of any Syned of the Epiſcopal Church of Scot- 
land, from 1662. to the laſt year, with which they will 
not readily comply , excepting thoſe Canons that quaific 
Miniſters to the Exerciſe of the koly Funition : and none 
of thoſe are enjcyned the Clergy of that Perſwaſion, as a 
term of their Communion , but as a condition of their 
Miniſtration : So that however theſe ſhould debar any 
Miniſters from, the Pulpit, they cannot ſhut them out of 
the Church, Nay, when it hath been demonſtrated to them 
(ia a Letter for Union, dated ,- Edinburgh the 4th of _—_ 

aſt) 


Two Pa- 
Pc > of 

Prog” (ais 
to K.Ch.2 


il. Ic6L, 


Aug.1647. 


Feb,1645- 


( 10') 
aſt) that never any Confeſſio» of our Reformed Church 
avowed a Divine Right in -a parity among all Church-Off- 
cers; and that the Solemm League did not abjure the Preſ.. 
dent Biſhop, and that the Engl:ſh Presbyterians, in Conſcience 
of their Oath of the Covenant, petitioned for ſuch an 
Epiſcopacy ; I think it may be preſumed (when twelye. 


" months are paſt without any Reaſon publiſhed againſt the 


ſaid L<tter ) that they now believe that fin lieth at their 
door, for leaving their Charges after the Reſtauration of 
our Kingly Government, upon the point of Difference a. 
bout Epiſcopacy. 

3. Ia the ſecond place, the Scorrifh Presbytcrians, for Mat- 
ters of Faith, adhere to-the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, in obe- 
dience to the ACt of their General Aſſembly : Now let any 
Presbyterian diſcover, if he can, one ſingle Article of all the 
three and thirty Chapters of that Confeſſion, that was ever 
condemn*d: by the late Epiſcopal Church of Scorland, in 
any whatſoever Synod, ſince the time of its Reſtitution. 

4: Thirdly,. Scotch Presbyterians, for publick Worſhip in 
the Church, retain the Direfory, compoſed by the forefaid 
pretended Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, and thereafter approved 
by the General Aſſemblies of their Kirk. Now to this 
Rule of Divine Service the eſtabliſhed Epiſcopal Church there 
hath theſe 27 years bzen more conformable than the Pref: 
byterians ever were or are. It is true, that thoſe who have 
Sworn in the Solemn Leagne to preſerve the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion as it ſtood reformed in Scotland, An. 1638, arftl to 
reform the Kingdom of England, in the ſame point of Wor- 
ſhip, according to the Example of the Church of Scotland, 
are by virtue of this their Solemn Oath obliged to ling the 
Doxologie after the ſinging Pſalms, ever after the year 
Forty Eight, as well as they did it all the ten years be- 
fore; and to avoid the ſin of Perjury, they were bound to 
make their Engliſh Brethren to ſing ir, rather-than at their 
inſtigation to forbear to ſing it themſelves, But not to in- 
ſiſt ppon this Coverant-Obligation, doubtleſs when the Epiſco- 


pl 
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pal Church of Scotland continues that Chriſtian Hymn, 
which the Direfory hath no where forbidden, their fin of 
Commi (on is not half fo great as the Omiſſion of the Lords 
Prayer, which the Dire&ory enjoyneth to be ſaid at Sermon 
tices, of which Omilſlion the Presbyterians are only guilty, 
of all| the Chriſtians in the world. —_ 

' 5. Again, in Adminiſtration of both Sacraments, the Epiſ- 
copal Church. of Scotland, obſerveth the Direttory in all 
things, ſave one which is a very juſtifiable Praftice ; and 
that is in the Office of Baptiſm, the ſolemn Confeſſion of 
the Apoſtolick, Creed, which both the pretended Aſſembly 
here at Weſtminſter, and the General Aſſembly there in 
Scotland, (at the end of the ſhorter Catechiſm) acknow- 
ledge to be a Brief Sum of the Chriſtian Faith, agreeable 
to the Word of God, and antiently received in the Churches of 
Chriſt : This their acknowledgment of its Antiquity and 
Scripture Purity, muſt force any Scorch Presbyterian, to 
prant that there is no more fin in ſaying the Apoſtles 
Creed publickly in the Church, tho? there be no precept 
for ſaying it, than there is in ſprinkling water upon the 
Baptized Infant. 

6, Now laying all theſe conſiderations together, that the 
purity in Dottrine which Presbyterian Synods confeſs, and 
the purity of Publick Worſhip, doing nothing which the 
Direttory forbids, could be as well retained in the Ep:ſ- 
copal Church of Scotlana theſe 27 years, as in any Presby- 
terian Kirk or Meecting- Houſe: And that no Confeſſion 
of any Reformed Church, aſſerts the Divine Right of 
their Presbytery as before defined ; And that the Cove- 
venant abjurcs not the Epiſcopacy likewiſe defin'd, but 
on the contrary it was petitioned for by the Engliſh Cove- 
nanters, | ſay laying all theſe things together, the im- 
partial Reſolution of the preſent Queſtion, is this, That 
b:tween the year 1662, and the year 1659, Presbyterian 
Separatiſts were guilty of ftaful Separation, 

B 2 Queſtion 
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QUESTION YV. 


Whether the Penal Laws againſt Scotch 
Presbyterians, had any thing of Perſecu- 
tion in them? 


1,TT cannot be denied but there may be a party in a 

Kingdom of well meaning men, truly Pious and Peace- 
able, who yet for. ſome Non-Conformity to the Church- 
Eſtabliſhment, may have too ſevere Laws Enatted againſt 
them, by the Execution of which they may ſuffer for 
Conſcience Sake ſo that the queſtion here propoſed 
plainly reſolves into this, Whether the Penal Laws againſt 
Scotch Pregbyterians had any thing in them which cannot 
be juſtified in Chriſtian Policy as neceſſary, (at. thoſe 
times in which they were Enacted ) for the Preſer- 
vation of trae Religion and Publick, Peace in the Church and 
State } Or whether they were the uncharitable effefts of 
a peeviſh reſentment, inconſiſtent with good Nature or 
_ Chriſtianity ? 


2. Foraſmuch as it had pleaſed Almighty God to compaſſi- 


onate the Troubles and Confuſions of Scotland, by returning 
King Charles the 24, .to the exerciſe of that Royal Govern- 
ment, under which, and its excellent Conſtitution, To Kingd'm 
had for many Ages enjoyed ſo much Happineſs, Peace," and Plen- 
ty; The Noble Lord. the Earl of A4ddleton, being for 
his unſhaken Loyalty honoured with his Majeſties High 
Commiſſion, the Adminiſtration of the Oath of Allegiance, 
to all the Members of Parliament, was the firſt thing 
enacted by the States thereof. 

3. In 
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3. In Conſcience of their Oaths of Allegiance, to maintain 
ard defend the Sovereign Power and Authority of the Kings 
Majeſty ; and in conſideration of the ſad conſequentes that 
dy accompany any encroachments upon, or diminution thereof, 
they, from their ſenze of humble Duty, wholy applyed them- 
ſelves in this Seſſion, to Eſtabliſh ſach wholeſome Laws, 
25 might by acknowledgment of his Majeſties Prerogatives, 

rove Salves to cure the State from the Diſeaſes of A4- 
narchy and Confuſion, which had before in the Uſ/urpation 
ſeized her Vitals. 


4. But all this time of the Parliaments ſole applica- 
tion to matters of State, in this firſt Seſſion, the Preſ- 
byterian Clergy did not neglett to do all they could 
for a Parliamentary Confirmation of their Eccleſiaſtical 
Government. 

5. Firſt, the Synod of Edenburgh, applyed themſelves to 
2 Perſon of great Intereſt with his Majeſties Commiſſioner, 
that his Grace might be intreated to procure from his 
Royal Maſter, inſtruftions to give them Presbytery with- 
out Biſhops; and thzy promiſed that they ſhould them- 
ſelves Enaſt, never to meet without his Majeſties Com- 
miſſioner, who ſhould call and diſſolve them at his plea- 
fure: Which A#t of theirs, they promiſed to get rati- 
fed by the firſt General Aſſembly. 

6. And when they found this Addreſs of theirs to be 
without any ſucceſs, they fall upon another method, and 
ſend a Clergyman, whoſe name (becauſe of his Memory 
for his Piety and School Learning) I ſhall not mention, 
with this threatning, that if the Eſtates in Parliament 
confirm*d - not their Presbytery, they ſhould have the 
People let looſe upon themg, 

s C7 ; 
7. In that firſ# Seſſion of the Parliament already menti- 


oned, the Kine with the Advice of the Eftates therein 
- Convened, 


K. cb, 2, Convened, had before forbid the renewing of - the Solemy 
Parl. 1, League and Covenant, and by ſeveral. Acts annulled all the 
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pretended Conventions of the preceeding Rebellion ; but 
this imperious Addreſs from the Miniſters,” gave them a 
new. ſenſible occaſion to be perſwaded, that all the late 
Diſorders and Exorbitances in the Church,. incroachments 
upon the Prerogative and Right of the Crown, and Uſurpa« 
tions upon the Authority of Parliaments, and the prejudice 
done to the Liberty of the Subjeft, were the Natural Effet; 
of the Invaſion made upon the Epiſcopal Government ; and 
therefore upon deliberation of twenty Months, they 
paſt an Aft of its Reſtitution, in the beginning of the 
ſecond Seſlion of that Parliament. 


8, This A of Reſtitution of Biſhops had this effe&t, in 


reference to the Scorrih Clergy: Whoever among them 


were diſappointed in their hopes of Preferment, or were 
Lovers: of Ezſe from .the burthenſome Service in the 
Church, or elſe impatient to be made ſubordinate to thoſe 
with whom they ſo latcly had been upon a Level, for- 
ſook their Miniſtry, but they lived quletly at their re- 
ſpeCtive habitations, and in Perſonal Conformity to the 

burch Eſtabliſht. Others again (and of them not a few) 
were ſenſible that the Eſtabliſhed Epiſcopacy,, being oblig- 
ed to exerciſe their Juriſdiction in a Synod with the ballance 
of Aſſiſting Presbyters, was the only Church Government 
which could be obrained of the State, ( and which was 
net. abjur'd in the Solemn League ), and therefore did 
keep their Charges, and were willing to own Canonical 
Ob:dience to their Dioceſan Biſhops. 

9. This Example of Chriſtian 4ubmiſſion to Authority, 
given by the generality of Presbyterian Miniſters of both 
ſorts, gain'd the Laity of that Perſwaſion to a Pious and 
Sober obſervance of the Publick Worſhip; ſo that at 
that time-. nothing was wanting to render that: National 
Church happy without Proteſtant - Diſſenters, but a cor. 
petery 
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tent number of, Godly, Learned, and Grave Men to 
b up the vacant places of "thoſe who, for any of the 
Motives before mentioned, had 'lefr their charges ; and 
till that deplorable want (eſpecially in the Weſt,) the Se- 
aration from the regular Mectings for Divine Service, 
was ſo little obſervable, that before June 1663, the wiſ- 
dom of that Nation had by no At provided againſt it. 


10, It is true, that the libellous Sermons and Books of 
ſome wicked Men, which were wricten to juſtify the Mur- 
der of Charles the I. and the Baniſhment of Charles the IL. 
the renovation of the Covenant, the neceſſity of taking up 
Arms to promote its Ends, and the ſinfulneſs of comply- 
ance with the legal Settlement in Church or State, did now 
arm that Parliament. 

11, They conſidered how ſeditious, and of how dangerous ex- 

and conſequence Seperation from the rugul ar Church -might 

efor the future ; And therefore for ſecurity of the State 
from the confoſions they had ſo lately ſmarted under, they 
mere forced to enact a Penal Law againſt it, importing, That 


every Perſon having an Inheritance, ſhould pay the fourth part of K. Ch. 2. 


his yearly Eſtate ; every Yeoman Tenant or Farmer the fourth * art, I. 


part of hjs free moveables (after the payment of their Dues Sf 3 


t) their Maſter ;, ) and that every Burgeſs ſhould loſe all” the 
Priviledges within the Borough, md ths fourth part of his 


moveables. 


12, But notwithſtanding this Penal Law, the contagion 
of. thoſe Books and Sermons which -poiſoned ſo many 
with Principles of Separation from the eſtabliſhed Church, 
produced the renovation- of the Covenant, contrary to 
the Authority of the King and Parliament; and that a- 
gain was followed by an open Rebellion of the Weſtern 
parts (known by the name of Pentln Hills) in the Year 
1666, defeated by the King's Army, ſo that they were 
out. of capacity of reſiſting : However, the King in his 
Royal 
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Royal Clemency, at the: Addreſs of ſome States.meg 
gave them indulgence to convene in Mecting-Houſes for 
Divine Worſhip ; and they made this good uſe of hig 
Mercy, as that by them the incumbent Miniſters (whoſe 
Characters would have ſecured them any where byt in 
the Weſt of Scotland) had their Houſes in the night time 
invaded, their Perſons aſſaulted, wounded ana pur ſurd for theiy 


Lives, Then indeed, that merciful Prince, with advice of his * 


Eſtates in Parliament, having 4 juſt indignation of ſuch horrid 
and unchriftian Villanies, thouzht fir to brand the ſame with , 
ſignal mark, of diſpleaſure, And this Act of the Date, 
Ang. 1670. is the firſt that puniineth with Death and 
confiſcation of Goods. 


13. It is true indeed, the King and his Eſtates of Par. 
liament, filled with indignation at the ſcandalons ſin, which 
procured this former Penal Law, and underſtanding from 
thence, that the ſpecious pretences 'of Religion were altogether 
falſe, and taken up by ſeditious Perſons; They immedi- 
ately paſgd another At againſt Conventicles; the Pre- 
amble of which laſt Act declares, That ſuch Meetings were 
the ordinary Seminaries of Rebellion as well as Separation, that 


' they tended to the altenating the Hearts of the Subjeft; from 


their Duty and Obedience they owe to bis Majeſty and the 
Publick., Laws, and: by conſequence, to the reproach of the Aus 
thority of the King and Parliament, as well as the prejudice 


of Gods publick Worſhip, and the ſcandal of the Reformed Re- 


[gion : And therefore they were oblige&'in reaſon of State, 
as well as for the -Peace of the Church, to make the Pe- 
nalty of this Law - fall heavy upon the. Tranſpreſſors 
thereof. 

14 And the Penalties therein contained ( as nigh as 1 can 
value Scortsſh Moriy by the-current Coin in England) are theſe 
following : That every Miniſter, preaching*at a Conventicle, 
ſhould be smpriſoned till he find. ſlarety for 275 1, that he ſhould 
not do the bke-thereafter, or elſe oblige bimſelf by Bond to re- 


move 
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move out of the Kingdom, and never to return” mithout bis Maje- 
fies leave ; that every one 0 ay dry ans, the fourth 
part of his yearly Effae ; that every Servant pay the fourth 
part of his yearly _— ; that every Farmer ſbould pay Forty 
Shillings, and every 1enant under them Twenty... | | 


12, Further, His Majeſty underſtanding: that" (divers; diſ- 
affefted Perſons had been ſo maliciouſly wicked and diſloyal, as to 
comvocate his Subjeits to open Meetings in the Fields; - and con- 
ſidering that thoſe Meetings were the rendezvous of Rebellion, 
and tending in_ a high meaſure to the diſturbance of the_publick 
Peace, declares, that thoſe who in Arms did convocate in Field 
Conventicles, ſhould Bs puniſhable by Death, and confiſcation of 
Goods , and that thoſe preſent at them, ſhowld be puniſhed in 
double the reſpettisve Fines appointed againſt Houſe- Meetings, 
This Ad is dated Avg. the 30th, 1670. 


13. Theſe afts againſt Separation in Meeting-bouſes, or in the 
Fields, were appointed to endure only for the ſpace of three years, 
unleſs his Majeſty ſhould think fit to continue: them longer x; 
wherefore his Majeſty conſidering that they had not received duc 
Obedience, and that the execution thereof had not been ſo pro- 
ſecuted, as by the Tenor of the ſame js preſeribed, found it neceſ- 
ſary, with the adviſe of his Eſtates in Parliament, in Sept.1672. 
that they ſhould remain in force for other - three Tears to 
come, 


14. Theſe are the Penal Laws in Scotland againſt the Pref- 
byterians, made by divers free Parliaments againſt their ſin- 
ful Separation from the Church, to frequent Mecting-houſes 
or Field-Conventicles, upon mature conſideration of the 
inconſiſtency of it, with Religion towards God ; Aﬀettion 
to the Laws ;- Loyalty to the King ; or Stady of the publick 
Peace of the State: And three Rebellions in 23 years 
(from the year 1663 to the year 1686) [have juſtifyed the 
Juſtice and Wiſdom of theſe Parliaments. But none ever 

C ſuffered 
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ſuffered for meer-Separation but in purſe z and never q 
was puniſhed that way, but ſuch as came to Church 4g 
fave their Money, notwithſtanding all their pretended ſery. 
ples of Conſcience : Wherefore unleſs we derogate from 
the Authority- of King and, Parliament, ruſtify Rebel- 
lion, and prefer private Humour to pablick Peace , the 
impartial Reſolution of the preſent Queſtion is this, That 
the Penal Laws againſt the Scorch Presbyterians had no- 
thing of Perſecution in them. 


—— 
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QUESTION'VI. 


Whether the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland from 
the Tear 1662 to the Tear 1686, /heped 
any thing of the Spirit of Perſecution a: 
gainſt Presbyterians ? : 


he 


te that the Presbyterians are pleagd 
to ſay, they were dragoon'd by the Biſhops and 
Epiſcopal Clergy, alluding 'to that way of Converſion in 
France, which indeed was procur'd by an Addreſs of the 
Aſſembly of the Clergy of that Kingdom; yet this is a 
palpable Injuſtice and Calumny.For certain it is,that all theſe 
twenty four years never produced one Addreſs of the Preſ- 

tersal, Dioceſan, Provincial, or National Aſſembly of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church of Scorlaxa, either beſeeching the High Court 
of Parhament, or the Lords of the Privy Council, to make or 
execute Laws againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters : Wherefore, 
notwithſtanding all the paſſionate Exhortations in private, 
and the publick Sermons in the Church, concerning the 
guiltinefs - of Schiſm, and the necellity of Union among 
Proteſtants 
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Proteſtants, againſt their common Adverſaries, the Inferi- 
our Clergy there cannot be poſſibly charged with the 
Spirit of Perſecution againſt Presbyterians, Nay, upon the 
contrary, our Clergy were ſo averſe from giving obe- 
dience to the ACt that enjoyned them to preſent written 
Liſts of- the Diſlenters in their reſp:ive Pariſhes, and 
ſo very inflexible to the Publick Order for their Ju- 
dicial informing upon Oath againſt. Separatiſts, that the 
udges competent, and Officers of State chid them in 
Publick for diſaffeftion to the Royal Government ; ſo 
that under that Imputation they had nothing but their In- 
nocency to ſupport them, in the Spiris of Meekneſs 
and Charity to their ſworn Enemies, 


2. Again, it were a great Injuſtice to the Lords Spiri- 
tual, the Biſhops, to charge any of them as having been 
the firſt movers of thoſe Penal Laws againſt Separation ; 
but ſince the repeated Rebellions of Forty Years paſt, con- 
vinced all Mankind of the neceſlity of thoſe Laws for the 
ſecurity of Religion and the Peace of the State, the Biſhops 
conſenting, or even adviſing to thoſe Laws, is ſo far from 
inferring their having a Perſecuting Spirit, that on the 
contrary, their doing otherwiſe, had demonſtrated them 
to be Enemies to the Commonwealth, in all its concerns 
both Sacred and Civil, 


3. But withal, it cannot but be acknowledged by any 
one that conſiders things calmly, that none of thoſe Bi- 
ſhops had it ever in their power to ſhew afts of Compatllion 
towards deluded Separatiſts of whatever quality, but. he 
chearfully did it, in relieving their Neceſlities, or _—_ 
ting the execution of the Penalties by Law enjoin'd. To 
make a proof of this by enumerating particular ACts of 
Charity (which Presbyterians, to this day alive, will ac- 
knowledge) would . make the *ReſoJution of this Queſtion 
ſwell Four times bigger than all the Four Letters concern- 

C2 ing 


(50) 
ing -the_ preſent Perſecytion of their Clergy; therefore 1 
ſhall forbear it. 


4. Now ſince Private Exhortations, and Publick Sermony 
againſt Schiſm , , and recommending Union, were all 
the appearances made by that Inferiour Clergy againſt 

ratiſts ; and ſince all the Biſhops in Parliament ad- 
vis'd to no Penal Laws againſt Separation, but ſuch as 
were - juſtified to-the World by a Threefold Rebellion, 
to be neceſſary in Policy as well as Religion, for the 
common good of the State as well as Church ; I fay, after 
all, the impartial Reſolution of the preſent Queſtion 
is this, That the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, from 
the year 1662. to the year 1686, ſhewed nothing of the 
Spirit of Perſecution againſt Presbyterians, 


| —_— ——_————_— —_— —_—_— — 


QUESTION VI 


Whether the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland 
were Compliers with the Deſigns for tak: 
ing away the Penal Laws againſt the Pa 
, pits? | 


1,TOr the clearer reſolution of this Queſtion, let us 

diſtinguiſh betwixt the Scottiſh Epiſcopal Church, diff#- 
ſed through allthe Laity of that Kingdom; and that Church 
again under the more reſtrained notion of Repreſentative, 
comprehending the Clergy : and let us likewiſe diſtinguiſh 
the Clergy unto the Lords Spiritual the Biſhops, and the 
ſubordinate Afmiſters and Paſtors; that ſo without par- 
tiality, 
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tiality, every one of theſe Societies of Proteſtants may 
be conſidered in reference to the rhatter of fat in que- 


ſion, | 


2, And to begin with their Epiſcopal. Church Diffu- 
five. The Two Eſtates of Barons ( great and leſs ) 
and Burgeſles, fully repreſent them, in Parliamentary Aſ- 
ſemblies ; the free and full Parliament convened Ar. 1685, 
conſiſted of ſuch Men as had all of them ſworn in the 
Tef againſt the Covenant- Principles of Presbytery ; This 
Epiſcopal Parliament ſo reſolutely own'd themſelyes to 
be ayerſe from taking away theſe Legal Reſtraints upon 
Papiſts, that the Vote about repealing thoſe Penal Laws 
came never further than the Lords of the Articles : All 
this the Epiſcopal Church Diffuſive did, with the appa=- 
rent hazard of diſpleafing the Prince, who was then fo 
zealous for an extenſive Liberty to Papiſts, that for the 
diſappointment which he found therein from that Parlias 
ment, he choſe to turn out of his Service, ſome who had 
__ the moſt faithful to him both in Civil and Military 

airs. 

3. Again, for the Church Repreſentative of Scotland, the 
moſt malicious Enemies to the Epiſcopal Order, aſperſe 
but two of fourteen Biſhops, fer their complyance to theſe 
deſigns; and it is as well known that two of the twelve 
were depriv'd. 

4. Then as for the inferior Clergy, they were conſtant- 
ly faithful in Preaching againſt the DoCtrines of the 
Roman Church, notwithſtanding the neceſlity they 
were under, of reading the Law againſt LEESING 
MAKING, every quarter of the year, to affright them 
into ſilence ; they as often as they preached, remembred in 
their Publick Prayers, the perſecuted Proteſtants in 
France, netwithſtanding all that was done to ſtifle and. 
diſparage the belief of the Perſecution; nay, in __ of 
their 
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their Synodical Sermons, .was the eminent danger from the | 


buſie Jeſuites and other Papiſts forgotten; nor in any Ser- 
mon, the miſerable Fopperies of Popery omitted, eyen 
before his Majeſlties own Commiſſtoner, whether in the 
Cathedral Church as Edenborough, or the Chappct Royal 
at Holy-Rood-Houſe : And in the Synod of April 168, 
(when the Biſhops could not be with them, by reaſon 0 
the approaching Parliament) they drew up their Remon» 
ſtrances againſt Popery; and like dutiful Sons and Zex. 
lous Proteſtants, ſhewed their ready concurrence with the 
Biſhops, in that day of Tryal: And it's certain, that to 
their Intereſt with the Country, it is chiefly to be at- 
tributed, that the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts were not 
then repealed. 

5. All this they did, not with connivance of the Coy 
but with apparent hazard of its heavieſt diſpleaſure, ex- 
ecuted in the cenſuring of ſome, ſuſpenſion of others, and 
depoſition of others, who were all patient and chearful 
* Confcſſors for that Holy Religion, which they Profeſled 
and Taught in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon : Wherefore the 
impartial Reſolution to the preſent Queſtion, -is this, That 
neither the Epiſcopal Church Diffuſive, nor Repreſents 
tive the Clergy, whether Superior, or Inferior, were Com- 
pliers with the Deſigns for taking away the Penal Lams 
againſt Papilts, 
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QUESTION VII. 


Whether the Scottiſh Presbyterians were Com- 
' phers with the Deſigns for taking away the 
Penal Laws againft Papiſts ? 


'þ ſatisfying this Queſtion, let us take the ſame method 
which we took to ſatisfic the former : And to begin with 
the Laity of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, none of theſe were 
ignorant that the Convening of the Parliament ifi 1685, 
was to obtain of them a free admiſſion of Papiſts into all 
places of Truſt ; King Fames his Principles for Liberty of 
Conſcience, filPd up all his Declarations for ladulgence 
withio his Kingdoms ; none of the Presbyterians were unac- 
quainted that he had ſent an Ambaſſador to the Pope, 
and that the Pope had his Nancio at Whiteball ; none of 
them believed that the Engliſh Court in thoſe circumſtances, 
would do any thing relating to Religion, but what was 
agreeable to the meaſures of the Conclave; none of them 
were ignorant, that Papiſts call all Proteſtants Hereticks, 
and that they damn all Hereticks to Hell; and that King 
Famds oft declared, that Presbyterians could not be Loyal ; 
and that he could never ſo much forget the Murder of his 
Royal Father of eyer Bicſled Memory, as to truſt them 
himſelf : "There was none of them bur knew, that every 
Zealous Papiſt believes the Roman Church Lafallible 3 and 

that lnfallibility is inconſiſtent with Liberty of Conſci- 
ence : And therefore all the Presbyterian Laity were doubt- 
leſs conſcious, that the Indulgence givea to therr by a 

Popiſh King, aſſented unro by the Pope*s INuncio, confurmable 

to the Senſe of the Roman Conclave, could =_ 
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- intended for the Eaſe of Proteſt ant Diſſenters, but with 
deſign of making Papiſts ſhare in the Bleſſing; ang 
that by this ſtep Papsſs, got into Power, might apply it to 
the overthrow of the Reformation, was doubtleſs obvigus 
to every Presbyterian ; And therefore the acceptance of, and 
thanksgiving for ſuch-an Indulgence, was a groſs co 

"ance with the deſigns for Popery, tending to the deſtruCtion « 
the Proteſtant Relsgion. 


2, All this Charge lies equally heavy upon the Miniſter 
of thar' Perſwaſion , with theſe aggravating circumſtzy, 
ces, that whereas in the Reign of a Proteſtant King, 
preached againſt Popery.as imminent and ar hand ; they in 
the Reign of a Popilh King, were gunty (for the moſt pant) 
ſhameful ſilence ; yea when one of their number (more faith 
ful than the reſt ) viz. Doftor Hardy, in a Sermon at Ede 
borough, which he preached at their Provincial Aſſembly, þ 
Exhorted them to take heed, that the Indulgence to 
fant Diſſenters, might not be an Engine for bringing Pq 
ry into the Kingdom ; and when for the preaching of thi 
Sermon, he was Arraigned for his Life, none of all ti 
Brethren, nor any of the 'Laity, (except the pac 
Mr. R. B 1 Merchant in Edenborowwh ) wa 
ſhew him any Friendſhip: But on the contrary, they d 
openly condemn his doing his Duty, as indiſcreet Zeal: At 
certainly he had ſuffered as the worſt of MalefaCtors; hl 
it not been for the Epiſcopal Advocates that pleaded fir 
him, and the Epiſcopal Judges that acquitted him, and toc 
all his danger upon themſelves : Wherefore the impartit 
Reſolution to the preſent Queſtion, is this, That the Sea: 
Presbyterians were Compliers with the late Deſigns far 
taking away the legal Reſtraints againſt Papiſts, 
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QUESTION IX, 


Whether Scottiſh Presbytery in the Church, 
. be conſiſtent with the Legal Monarchy in 
that Kingdom ? | 


'# A® the Solemm League is the Canon, and the: Aﬀts of 
* £ A. their General Aſſemblies, the Interpreters of the 
Principles of Scottiſh pricey ſo on the other tiand, the 
Atts' of Parliament of that: Kingdom, are the only [nter- 
preters of 'the Rights of their Adonarchy : ' Wherefore the 
Queſtion here propoſed, reſolveth unto this, Whether the 
Scotch Presbyterians in their Aſſembly Ads, which are found- 
£d upon the Covenant, make any Enchroachment upon the 
Royal Prerogatives of that Crown, which: are aſlerted þy 
their Atts of Parliament unrepealed. 


"2. To chuſe Perſons qualified by Law to be Officers of State, 
Councellors, and Judges,” is one Prerogative . acknowledged to be 
wherent in the Kripgs of Scotland :- but the Principles of their 
Prezbytery, make this'to be the- Prerogative' of the Kirk ; as 
'appears by the 4th Article of the Covenant, wherein they 
frog to endeavonr with all faithfulneſs the diſcovery of all 
ſuch as have been or ſhall be evil Inſtruments, by making any 
Parties contrary to that Covenant, that they may be brought 

to publick, Tryal, and receive condign puniſhment. This is Aug.1648 

farther declared in their Anſwer to the pretended Com- ” © 
"mittee of Eſtates; by which Anſwer they propoſe as a 
fafe Rule in this caſe, that the Duties of the Second Ta- 
"ble, as well as of the Firſt, namely the Duties berween King 
"and Subjett, Maſters and Servants, being contained in, and to 
"be taught and cleared from the Word. of Gag, are 4 Jr 
D , 
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Miniſterial Doftrine, and in difficult caſes a ſubjeft 
xt _ Judgment, to the Aſſemblies of the ry, wo 
what caſes are difficult, in which Xing and Subjefs arg 
the Parties, the Kirk muſt judge, and be as 7»fallible in 
Scotland as in Rome. 


3. Another Perogative of the my of Scotland, is declared, 
his power of Calling and — arliaments (by himſelf) 
and making of Laws with their ce and Conncel. And this 
Prerogative, in all its Branches, is uſurped upon by the 
Principles of Presbytery. As for his power of calling Par. 
kaments by himſelf, either Presbyterian Kirk-men are not 

of the Scortsſh King, or elſe by their acknowledge. 

ment of this Royal Prerogative,his Letters Patents direCted 
to them, may command their Aſſembling about Eccleſiaſtical 
Aﬀairs, as well as the other Eſtazes to convene for Mear- 
zers Coil : But ſhould they once grant that the power 
of their Aſſembling flows immediately from the Xie their 
Soveraign, and not immediately from Chriſ z then ſhould 
they by Laws of conſequence be obliged to confeſs, that 
Chriſt gives them no Warrant to Aſlemble without Warrant 
from their King. But this the Pre:byterian Kirk, cannot 
$ to the State, becauſe thereby their Covenant ſhould 

| an unlawful bond of Treaſon, and the moſt of their 
Aſſembly Afts null and void ; ſince firſt that Oath was ſworn, 
and thereafter the moſt of thoſe As were paſs'd without, 
yea, and contrary to the expreſs Will and Pleaſure of their 


King. 


4. Thea the Kings Power to Dsiſolve Parliaments by 
himſelf is another Branch of his Royal Prerogative: But 
this is likewiſe Uſurped upon by the Principles of Pre:by- 
my; for as much as the Second Article of the Covenant 
bindeth to preſerve the Privileages of Parliament, with the 


Jal 164t- preſervation of which Priviledges, the General Aſſembly 


declares 
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' declares the Kings negative Voice inconfilent. Now if the 
King have no Negative Voice in & Parkament -that enjoys 
its Priviledges, then any thing concluded by: the 24e5 

of fuch a Parliament, may paſs into a formal 4, though 
the King ſhould deny his concurrence ; and by conſequence, 
without the Royal Aﬀent, they might make a Lew for 
continuing their Seſſion as long as they pleaſe ; by vertue 
of which Law, the Royal Authority could not Diſſobve them, 
according to theſe Covenanting Principles, 


5. In the Third place, the power of making Laws is 
Uſurped from King and Parliament by the Principles of 
Presbyterians ; For in the laſt Article of their Covenant 
they ſmear that they ſhall all the Days of their lives 2ea- 
luſly and conſtantly continue therein ern all oppoſition, 
lets, and impediments what ſoever ;; and in conſcience of 
this part of their Oath the Kirk Aſſembly Men 


paſs'd an Af? deciarative againſt an Att of Parliament and July 28. 
Committee of Eſtates (dated in June, the ſame rey and in 1648. 
canſe 


general, againſt all others made in the common withoue 
conſent of the Church, | 

6. A Third Prerogative Royal in the Crown of Scotland. 
is that of making Leagues and Conventions of t Subjetts, 
Now that cannot conſiſt with the Princi which flow 
from that Covenant which was entred into by the Aſſembly 
of the Subjetts, withous the King ; and more particularly 
is it Invaded by thoſe Principles by which they emitted an 


At declaring againſt the bund ſubſcribed by the Scotch Lords at June 3. 
Ouford, ad wfubting the higheſt Eccleſraſftical Cenſures againſt 1644. 


ry; ect d, or framed, or were accefſary to the Execution 
if , : 


be ſame 


7. The making Peace and War with Foreign Princes, is 
another Branch of this Prerogative of the Crown of Scor- 
D 2 ; land, 
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land.acknowledged to be in the King.But this alſo,accordigg 
K. Cb. 2,to the Principles of Presbytery, is Uſurped upon by thax 
P4'- 1+ Kirk; for ſhe, 1n the Explication of the Sixth Article of the 
*'5- Covenant (already mention'd in the Fourth number concer- 
ning the Third Queſtion) declares her felf in her ſolemm and 
ſeafmable warning to all her Children of the Covenant ,after 
. 12, this manner , Whoſoever he be that will not according to 
* publick Order and Appointment adventure his Perſon, or ſend 
out thoſe that aye under his power, or pay the Contributions 
impoſed for the maintenance of the Forces, muſt be taken for 
an Enemy, Malignant, and Covenant-breaker, and ſo involved 

both into he diſpleaſure of God, and cenſures of the Kirk, 


8, Now the King's Power to chaſe Officers of State, 
Comnnſellours and Fudges qualified by Law, to Call and Di. 
folve Parliaments by himſelf, and make Laws with their 
Advice, to,make Leagues and Conventions of the Subjetts, and 
to make Peace and War, being all Prerogatives Royal of the 

. Crown of Scotland, aſſerted .by Acts of | Parliament unrepealed ; 

and- all theſe being ſo notoriouſly Uſurped upon by the 
Presbyterian Kirk, the impartial Reſolution of the Que- 
ſtion is this, That this Scorriſh Presbytery in the Church, is 
Not. Conſiſtent, with legal: Monarchy in that Kingdom, 


_ QUESTION X. 


Whether . Scottiſh ' Pregbyrery be agreeable to 
"the" general Inclination of that People 2 


I,: A. Fteric hath been:Qemonſtrated that the Principles of 
"£K., Scotch Presbytery, are inconſiſtent with. that Monar- 


chy, 
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chy, to ſay that Presbyterian” Church-Government were 
zprecable to the mind of the-Repreſentarives of that Peo- 
ole in the current -Parliameur, might: be conſtruſted' the 
capital Crime of LEISING MAKING to his Ma- 
jeſty, 2gainſt his Supreme Judicature : And therefore-this 
Queſtion hath Reference to the People whom they repre- 
ſent; and reſolveth into this, Whether the generality of 
the Scortiſh Nation would be glad to accept of Presbyrery, 
inſtead of the Eps/copacy lately aboliſhed. 


2, For the clearer reſolution of the Queſtion thus ſtated, 
that Kingdom may be diſtinguiſhed into the Laity and Clergy; 
and the Laity diſtinguiſhed into the Nobility, Gentry, an 
Commons: And the Clergy again into the Biſhops and ſub- 
ordinate ' Paſtors, after whom we may conlider the Uni- 
werſities and Colledges of Learning. 


: 3; As for the Nobility. Since that Honourable Eſtate 
of! the 'Kingdom'+ have / by * birth | their Pecrage in Par- 
liamunt,” beſide that it were, Scandalum .magnatum to ſay 
that they- inclin*d to that” Church - Goverament , which 
is not - conſiſtent. with their Monarchy ;. it were -alſo a 
Scandalum Chriſt ;anorum, to ſay that thoſe Men of Honour 
and Conſcience, who (a very few:excepted) ſwere in 
the Teſt againſt all Fanatical Principles, and renounced 
all Covenant-Obligations, do inghine-ta Peesbytesy;! And 
it's well known that there never; were in Seorland} above 
2 dozen of Peers 'ſo -much / Presbyterian+as. to. refuſe . the 
Declaration--againſt- the . Coyenant-Principles,;; the ;taking 
of which. qualified -them-ro-:1iC:in Panligmentyi od Lic od 
© 4. Again,” for 'the i Scorreſhr Gexpry bitts,68rtains that pot 
One of Forty in all: Scorland buy” has» taken, ae 17 of, 
and Four- years ago, -not;«Fiſty.!i0; aY,;$oorfard,, { ot * 
the Weſt ) did upon the Indulgence, forſake their, Churches 
to frequent; -Meering« Houſes: And : omra—s- 


* 
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of any. who- have ſo generous Blood in their Veing, 

that they ſhould have ſo little Honour or Conſcience as to 
Incline- to that Charch Government, which uſurps the 
Proviledge of entring into. Covenants and Leagues, and Coy 
verkrg "on "Aſſemblies, for Treating, Conſulting and Deterng, 
ning tn matters Eccleſiaſtical, without the Royal Command, o 
expreſs Licenſe : Which is a Pradtice contraditting the Prg. 
ary | part 'of that 'Oath of the Teſt. p 


5- Then for the Commons ; it is certain that the ge. 
nerality -of 'them ( as. well as the richeſt and moſt ſenk. 
ble" part) live in Cities and Market Towns; now al 
foch - Bargeſſes who were cither worthy to be of the 
Common” Conncil of the Towns they. lived in, or were able 
to follow - any ingenuous Trade, © were obliged to take 

- the Teſt before they could be qualified to elect Bargeſle 
for Parliament; and therefore, according to their Senſe 


and Conſtience of un Oath,' they cannot, but bave an + 


verfon apainſt Prezbytery 3 yea, their loud Cries and Rj 
vers 'of - Tears at the Faremch-Sermans of their Epiſcy 
pal-Paſtors ( for whom they would -bave pluckt out their 
right Eyes) in all other parts af. Scor/and but the Waſfters 
Shires, heighteneth the probability, that they are not in 
loye with Prexbytery. | | | . 


6. Then for the Clergy fince they all have owned Epil- 
copal Ordination, ſworn rhe Oaths of ines, 290 
, and'the Feſt; it cannot be fuſpeRted of any of them, 
ut © iſh of their Integrity or Conſtancy, that they 

uld be inclin*d to Government. And if 

ty of « Thouſand gre Trimmers betwixt, the Biſbop 

and the Preibyterian Moderator, yet ſure thoſe Twenty 

asIded to all the FieldPreachers and Meeting-houſe- 

keepers, will not make up the nomber af a fifsh. pert of 

the Epſeope Chrgy: No doubt they will ſay, that what 
"ant in 


they the number,they have in the worth of their 
Miniſters ; 
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Miniſters:But how far we may: believe them in their ſetting 
from the con- 
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iſhops, and. continued, till 
his fir _——_— of getting his Reftors. Place, made 
him deſert his own with indignation, and that made him 
an enemy to Epiſcopacy. Another of them, Mr. X —gy, was, 
before the reſtitution of Biſhops, deprived by his Presby- 
ian Brethren, (to uſe their own Words as near as I can 
) 48 4 Firebrand of Hell to inflame the Church on 
.: The Third is ſo famous, that I never heard of him 
til, be came in this Charader.. | 
9. Then in all the Fonr Univerſities, it is certain that 
not Four Maſters, Head or Fellow, incline to Presbytery ; 
and the _—_— Juſtice and Phyſick at Edenborowgh, 
mre fo averſe it, that 'the generality of them were 
. rexdy laſt Summer, to take Arms in defence of their Epi- 
ſcopal Miniſters. Wherefore, fince neither the moſt part 
of the Scorch Noblemen ;,, Gentry or Commans, Clergy, 
Univerſities or Colleges, are for Presbytery, or in 
| Honour or Conſcience can be we. conclude, That Scorzsfu 
Presbytery is not agreeable to the mind of that People. 


FINIS. 
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